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@ EDITORIAL NOTES. @ 


(QNE of the most enlightened Christ- 
ians in New York after reading in 
the daily papers the account of the con- 
version of the Franciscan priest, Father 
Hauberich, sent us the following note: 
‘* It gives me great joy to read in the 
New York 7ribune of March 19 the re- 
port of your Sunday evening services, 
and especially the letter of Rev. Mr. 
Hauberich to his Superior on leaving 
the Roman Catholic Church. His one 
sentence: ‘‘I can no longer stand be- 
tween God and the sinner as the Church 
of Rome requires her priests to do,’’ de- 
serves to be blazed in large letters in 
every Protestant religious paper. It 
tells the whole story of the deadly in- 
fluence of Romanism. God bless you, 
my brother, in your labor of love. 
“Lum” 
The entire letter should be published 
by the Protestant press. It goes to 
the root of the whole Roman system. 
It should be sent to every priest in the 
United States. We print a large edition 
of this issue for that purpose. Our 
friends can share the expense of this 
extra edition, and thus do good mis- 
sionary work among the priests. 
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The Mass a Dramatic Performance. 


In the same column of the New York 
Tribune that contained the report of 
Father Hauberich’s conversion and his 
letter to the head of the Franciscan 
Order, was an account of a sermon 
preached by Father Ducey of St. Leo’s 
Roman Catholic Church, this city, to 
actors and actresses, in which he said: 
‘* The Catholic Church is a great dra- 
matic school ; the whole service of the 
Church bespeaks one grand dramatic 
movement.’’ That is strictly true, 
though doubtless Father Ducey did not 
see the full force of his statement. Ro- 
manism is a travesty of Christianity 
and its service is a theatrical perform- 
ance, with the bishops and priests as 
the star actors. But, Oh the shame of 
it! that the Son of God who died on 
the cross for the sins of the whole world 
should be manipulated by those priests 
during the performance, as in the mass. 
How long O Lord will those men be 
suffered to make a mockery of religion ! 





Catholic Catechisms Supressed. 


The Roman Catholic publishers, Ben- 
ziger Brothers, of this city,have inform- 
ed us that Father Muller’s Catholic Cate- 
chisms are out of print and will not be 
republished. This is the series of cate- 
chisms to which Cardinal Gibbons gave 
his approbation in 1888 in the follow- 
ing letter to the famous Redemptorist: 

‘‘T have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your series of Catechisms. I have no 
hesitation to send my cordial blessing 
and recommendation to your series, es- 
pecially numbers 3 and 4, as they cover 
a ground not occupied by the Catechism 
authorized and approved by the Third 
Plenary Council of Baltimore, and as 
they are strongly marked by soundness 
of doctrine, simplicity and plainness of 
language, a spirit of faith and devotion, 
precision in expressing and defining Ca- 
tholic truths. 

*‘JAMFS CARDINAL GIBBONS.”’ 


“ Liberal” Piiests Should Leave Rome. 


What distinguished those catechisms 
from others was the plain statement of 
Roman Catholic doctrine, such as, 
‘* There is no salvation out of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church,’’ ‘‘ Protestants 
have no religion,’ etc. That is the 
teaching that is driving many out of the 
Catholic Church, and though it is true 
Roman doctrine, Gibbons and the ‘* lib- 
erals’’ hypocritically try to suppress it. 
Those good ‘‘liberal Catholics’’ should 
come out of Rome. But they love the 
applause of men better than the truth 
of God. 





Infallibility a Deadweight. 


The Roman Catholic dogma of papal 
infallibility must be accepted by every- 
one who calls himself a Catholic. It is 
essential to his faith, as much so as 
belief in God. A Roman Catholic who 
does not believe it could not receive ab- 
solution from any priest, though the 
priest himself might be a doubter and 
could give absolution to the murderer, 
the adulterer, and the dive-deeper. Dr. 
St. George Mivart has been excom- 
municated by Cardinal Vaughan be- 
cause he could not believe that the Pope 
is infallible. Surely a religious system 
that teaches such doctrine is not the 
Christianity of the Bible; it is not what 
Christ or the Apostles taught; it is the 
deadweight of faith. No wonder Dr. 
Mivart should exclaim after denouncing 
it: ‘‘ Thank God, my soul is now free.’’ 





We wish to thank the friends who 
so kindly sent us the different numbers 
of the magazine for 1898 as we request- 
ed last month. 

We again call attention to the num- 
ber of bound volumes on hand as speci- 
fied in the notice on the third page ot 
cover. We hope the friends who want 


those copies for their libraries will make 
early application, as they cannot be 
duplicated. 
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A DISTINGUISHED MISSIONARY. 





MONG the great missionaries of 

this generation the subject of 

this sketch stands conspicuous. The 
picture here presented but faintly out- 
lines the noble countenance, the digni- 
fied bearing, the genial manner and 
the endowments of mind and heart that 
characterize this American apostle. 
Charles W. Drees was bornin Xenia, 
Ohio, September 13, 1851. His father 


lic he had been faithful to such light 
and leading as he had received from pious 
Catholic parents. Young’ Drees had 
been led early to accept Christ as his 
Saviour, and became” a member of the 
Methodist Church, in which his parents 
and the other children also worshipped. 
From the Xenia public schools he went to 
the Ohio Wesleyan University, and after 
graduating in 1871 he entered the Bos- 





| 





Rev. Charles W. Drees, D. D. 


was one of the leading Roman Catholics 
of that district at that time and most 
devoted to his Church. There were few 
priests in those days to attend to the 
spiritual wants of the people, and Mr. 
Drees used to ride one hundred miles to 
attend his Easter duties, that is, to con- 
fess his sins to the priest and receive 
communion. After his conversion his 
zeal in the cause of religion was greater 
and more wisely directed, but he was 
never ashamed of the fact that as a Catho- 





ton School of Theology for a postgradu- 
ate course. Having taken his degree 
there in 1874 he entered upon his life 
work in the mission field in Roman Ca- 
tholic countries. In 1887 he received 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
his alma mater, Ohio Wesleyan; Univer- 
sity. Asa scholar and a preacher |Dr. 
Drees occupies a high position. His 
labors have been abundant in Mexico, 
Argentina, Peru and other ‘JSouth 
American countries. 
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For twenty-six years he has been 
most active in preaching, planting mis- 
sion stations and setting others at work, 
and by his lovable disposition he has 
won the hearts of the people of every 
country with whom he has come in 
contact. When opposed by brutal and 
fanatic priests and bishops he has been 
as bold as a lion. As a Methodist paper, 
the [Western Christian Advocate, says 
(March 14, 1900): ‘‘ Dr. Drees knows 
what it is to face mobs of fanatics, and 
to establish the cause of Christ in the 
teeth of fiercest opposition. He is calm, 
collected, courageous; a reader of hu- 
man nature; a remarkable judge of 
character; a devout believer, and an 
evangelist of the most earnest and suc- 
cessful type. Asa missionary, though 
different from both, he ranks with 
Bishops Thoburn and Taylor. He has 
the unlimited confidence of the whole 
Church of Christ.’’ 

Last vear when the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church decided to begin mission- 
ary work in Porto Rico, Dr. Drees was 
selected for the honorable position of 
superintendent. He was then in Ar- 
gentina, and though the work there 
was prospering under his care and he 
was loath to leave it, he was obedient to 
the cail of duty. He arrived in New 
York on March 4, and after a visit to 
his old home where he spent some days 
with his widowed mother, he returned 
to this city; and though the largest 
churches would have been gladly, lov- 
ingly open to him, he came to Christ’s 
Mission on Sunday March 18 to wor- 
ship with the congregation there and 
express his sympathy with the work. 
Though the Franciscan priest, Alphon- 
sus Hauberich, was announced to de- 
liver an address and read his letter of 
resignation to the Superior General of 
his Order and renunciation of the priest- 
hood, Pastor O’Connor invited the Rev. 
Dr. Drees to preach, which he did to the 
great delight of the congregation. 


The former priests and the converted 
Catholics specially enjoyed Dr. Drees’ 
reference tothe work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion which, beside the preaching of the 
Gospel, affords a home to priests when 
they wish to leave the Roman Church 
and enter upon a new and better life. 


ADDRESS OF DR. DREES. 


In his sermon at Christ's Mission Dr. 
Drees spoke as we can imagine the 
Apostles to have done when they re- 
ported the result of their labors in dis- 
tant lands. He edified a large congre- 
gation with a brief account of the gen- 
eral missionary work among the Latin 
races, interspersing his historical narra- 
tive with the statement of plain Gospel 
truths, reminding us of the concluding 
chapters of St. Paul’ epistles, where 
greetings and messages of transient in- 
terest are interrupted every now and 
then with salutary teaching. 

The building of Christ’s Mission—a 
dwelling house of which the first floor 
serves as a chapel—made Dr. Drees feel 
at home. In his labors in Mexico, Ar- 
gentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, 
Chile, Peru and Bolivia, his church was 
generally the dwelling house of some 
Christian. Furthermore, the faithful 
followers of God’s Word in those mis- 
sions are converted Roman Catholics; 
and many of the devoted preachers in 
those Southern lands are converted Ro- 
man priests. Christ’s Mission thus 
seemed a true home to this modern 
apostle of South America, and we who 
listened to his eloquent words, felt clos- 
er drawn to those brethren who are be- 
ing liberated from the bonds of Roman 
tyranny, and wio are the first fruits of 
the Latin races in the rehabilitation ot 
Christ's own Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Drees called attention 
to the fact that it is the spirit like that 
which prevades the whole atmosphere 
at Christ’s Mission, that alone can 
bring the light of truth into the dark- 


























mess created by Roman teaching and 
practices. Testify to the blessing you 
have found; show that your heart 
rejoices in the possession of the Holy 
Ghost, confess the Lord, and His work 
will prosper. 

Too many Protestants neglect the 
duty of testimony. A mistaken idea of 
religious toleration induces them to be 
silent on the subject of religion. This 
is a mistaken notion. Religious 
toleration cautions us against a bitter 
spirit of controversy, but it does 
not forbid what Jesus himself com- 
mands, namely, the love of our neigh- 
bor. It isin the spirit of love that we 
should testify to God’s all saving grace, 
and confess that faith in the Lord Jesus 
hath made us whole. Love demands 
this testimony. The love of God calls 
for it, since it is by His love that we 
have been led. The love of our neigh- 
bor demands it, for it is a work of love 
and kindness to show him the plain, 
simple, only true way of salvation. 

After recounting many interesting 
cases of conversion among the Roman 
Catholics in South America, of whom 
several were priests, Dr. Drees referred 
to the work of Christ’s Mission where 
the Gospel was not only preached but 
put into practical use by welcoming 
priests out of the Roman Church and 
helping them to be useful Christian 
men in such spheres of activity as 
would be open to them and for which 
they were qualified. There should be 
such a Mission in connection with the 
work of the various denominations in 
Roman Catholic countries. 

The success that has attended Christ’s 
Mission in receiving such priests as 
Fathers Ferrando, Lambert and others, 
out of the Roman Catholic Church and 
preparing them for evangelistic and 
missionary work at home and in other 
countries is a sign of divine blessing 
upon such an enterprise. Thus ended 
this helpful, inspiring address. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION SERVICES. 





ey T allthe meetings last month the 
~ services were so largely attended that 
there was a general desire to transfer 
them to Masonic Temple for the re- 
mainder of the season. This could be 
done if the friends who are interested 
would pay the expenses, which would 
be fifty dollars each Sunday. The 
workers in Christ’s Mission are already 
burdened with many cares to meet the 
current expenses of the Mission when 
there is no salary for any one and no 
funds to draw upon except the treasury 
of heaven. For twenty-one years that 
has been the condition of this work— 
living by faith and working in love. 
When additional expenses are incurred 
the privilege could be shared by Chris- 
tian friends. 


lirs. Cramer's Helpful Address, 


At the services in Christ’s Mission 
Sunday evening, March 25, Mrs. Mary 
Crant Cramer gave a most delight- 
ful Christian address, in which she 
said : 

We stand, as it were, geographically 
speaking, on a narrow neck of land, 
between, not two continents, but two 
centuries. It is a peculiar position that 
comes-only once in a life-time; it in- 
vites to retrospection and to introspec- 
tion. This is not such a pleasing duty 
as we could wish, for sins have been 
committed, both of omission and com- 
mission; and even if repented,they leave 
a trace, as an erased pencil mark leaves 
a blemish on the snowy whiteness of the 
page. 

In facing the twentieth century 
how glad we would be if the evils of 
our times would not lap over into the 
new century. But they will. and it is 
our duty to combat them, and especially 
those for which we are individually re- 
sponsible. We can use our influence in 
that way to some advantage, and with 
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God’s help let us resolve to doit. This 
is an auspicious time for the good 
work. 

To-day we enter upon a week conse- 
crated to prayer; many churches will 
have nightly services for the deepening 
of the Christian life in the hearts of 
believers, for abstinence and for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
church. This is greatly needed in this 
busy materialistic age, when so many 
hearts are turned away from Ged. 

There is no work so beautiful and so 
important as that of soulsaving. I was 
reminded of this the other day while 
visiting a city in this State, where I 
called several times on an old friend 
who has long been vainly seeking to 
regain the lost blessing of health, which 
with all her fortune has fled. In the 
days of her prosperity I would have 
hesitated to converse with her upon the 
subject of her soul's needs, but not now; 
she introduced it each time herself and 
showed that she earnestly coveted the 
peace of God and the knowledge that 
she was adopted into the household of 
faith. 

Dear friends, let us bear such 
cases on our minds and hearts. It is 
God’s will that we should. Let us be 
much given to meditation and prayer 
this week. Prayer is not conquering 
God’s reluctance, but taking hold of 
His willingness; as Dr. Cuyler said: 
‘* Prayer is not leading and coaxing an 
unwilling God; but it is the cry of 
weakness and want into the open ear 
of Him who best knows our needs.’’ 
Let us resolve that this week shall be 
one of spiritual progress, and God will 
bless our resolves and efforts; and as we 
spend this week in glorifying Him and 
doing good to others, so He will bless 
all the days of our life on earth, and 
through the finished work of Christ 
our Saviour, at last bring us to the 
eternal home He has prepared for those 
who love Him. 


Converted Priests at Christ’s 
Mission. 

The number of converted priests in 
Christ’s Mission one day last month was 
five. It isin every sense of the word 
a home for such men. The distinguish- 
ed Italian priest, Padre Negroni, has 
been greatly helped by the Mission for 
the last two months. After Mrs. 
Cramer’s address on March 25, he de- 
livered an eloquent exhortation, which 
showed that he was a true orator. 

Another priest who was converted in 
Christ’s Mission, Rev. Mark Mazzuca, 
is now doing mission work in New 
Haven where he began to labor last 
July. When he took charge of the 
Italian Mission in that city there were 
seventeen members, all converted Ca- 
tholics; now there is a membership of 
twenty-seven. There are sixty-five 
scholars in the Sunday school; eighty- 
five attend the services on Sunday after- 
noon. 

Father Mazzuca is a member of the 
junior class of Yale Seminary, where 
he has been studying since last Fall. 





Father Zurcher Suspended. 





The brave priest of Buffalo, Rev. 


George Zurcher, who in his own church - 


last November denounced the payment 
of money for masses for the dead on 
‘* All Souls’ Day,’’ has been suspended 
from the priesthood and removed from 
his church. He eharacterized the prac- 
tice as a fraud of the worst kind, and 
when called to account by order of the 
bishop, he repeated the sermon and 
nailed his manuscript to the pulpit. The 
sermon was published in the December 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

A few months previously his book, 
‘* Monks and their Decline,’’ was con- 
demned and placed on the “‘ Index.’’ 
By diligent search we obtained a few 
copies, the last of this book. It can be 


had at this office, price 60 cents. 
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Conferences in Christ’s 
Mission. 





HERE are daily conferences in 
Christ’s Mission that are unique 
in the manner in which Christianity and 
its principles are discussed in contrast 
with the doctrines of Rome. On 
_ occasions when Roman Catholics of 
unusual culture call at the Mission 
there is some controversy over papal 
ivfallibility, in contrast with the infalli- 
bility of the Church in general, and the 
sayings and doings of the old theolog- 
ians, mostly monks, who have written 
the decrees and formulas that constitute 
the body of doctrine of the Roman 
‘Catholic Church. 
PAPAL INFALLIBILITY. 

All Catholics now say the Pope is 
infallible, though previous to 1870 
enly the Church was infallible. In 
the most famous Catholic Catechism in 
the English language, published fifty 
years ago, approved by the Roman Ca- 
tholic bishops, and used in all Roman 
Catholic schools, the question is asked : 

‘* Must not Catholics believe the Pope 
in himself to be infallible ?’’ 

And the answer is: 

‘‘No, this is a Protestant invention; it 
is no article of the Catholic faith; no de- 
cision of his can oblige, under pain of 
heresy, unless it be received and en- 
forced by the teaching body; that is by 
the bishops of the Church.” 

That question and answer have been 
omitted from the Catechism published 
since the Vatican Council without any 
explanation whatever. The teaching 
of the Roman Church now is that the 
Pope personally, or in himself, is infal- 
lible when he issues a decree regarding 
faith and morals—that is, the things 
men believe and do, the thoughts aud 
the actions. ‘‘ Faith and Morals’’ com- 
prise the whole man, the head and 
heart and the actions, good, bad and 
indifferent. In a word papal infallibil- 


ity now means that the Pope can is- 
ue a decree signed by his hand com- 
manding men to believe whatever he 
thinks is right or wrong and ordering 
them to govern themselves according to 
his will in all their actions. ‘‘ The 
Pope says so and so, and you must be- 
lieve it,’’ is the present rule of faith and 
practice in the Roman Catholic Church, 
addressed to all true and faithful mem- 
bers of that Church. 

If any one doubts this, let him ask 
the first Jesuit he meets, and he will 
answer: ‘‘ Yes, that’s right; that’s 
Papal infallibility, pure and simple.’’ 
The Paulist Fathers and the ‘‘liberal’’ 
Catholics will hum and haw and say: 
** Infallibility is in the Church,and also 
in the Pope.’’ But they will not, they 
dare not deny that the Pope in himself 
is infallible. The decree of the Vatican 
Council is explicit on this point. ‘‘We 
teach that it is a divinely revealed dog- 
ma that when the Roman Pontiff, speak- 
ing from his chair, desk or pulpit, 
(cathedra), defines or declares (definit), 
a doctrine regarding faith or morals to 
be held by the Universal (or Catholic) 
Church, he is endowed with infallibility; 
and therefore the decrees of the Roman 
Pontiff, of themselves, and not from the 
consent of the Church, are irreform- 
able’’—Jdogue ejusmodi Romani Pon- 
tificis definitiones ex sese, non autem ex 
consensu Ecclesia, irreformabiles esse. 

On March 23, one of the most learned 
Roman Catholic men that ever called at 
Christ’s mission discussed£this” subject 
for two hours with Pastorf{O’Connor 
and the priest who is a graduate of the 
Catholic University. {He held to the 
theory that the Church was infallible, 
and also the Pope under certain con- 
ditions. But when the Vatican Decree 
was read to him he became silent. 

CHRIST THE ONLY WAY. 

But the general topic at these confer- 
ences is the way of salvation through 
Christ alone, not through sacraments 
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or ceremonies, or church ordinances. 
The Lord Jesus has all power in heaven 
and on earth for those who call upon 
Him in sincerity of heart and worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. 

At one of these conferences Pastor 
O’Connor referred to the mission of the 
Paulist Fathers for ‘‘ non-Catholics,’’ 
(as they style Protestants) held in their 
church in this city recently. Though 
receiving extended notices from the 
press at the opening services, the meet- 
ings were attended by few Protestants. 

In their church announcements and 
in their calendar they exhorted the 
female servants in Protestant families 
to bring their mistresses and especially 
the young ladies to the meetings; but 
not many of these attended. Hymns, 
which were printed on cards as at 
evangelistic meetings in Protestant 
churches, were sung, and one of the 
priests delivered a‘ lecture which, as 
described by one who was present, had 
neither head nor tail. The substance 
of it was that the ‘‘ Catholic Church”’ 
was the only church in which salvation 
could be found. 

There are many Christian hymns in 
the collection used by the Paulists, but 
there are also some distinctively Rom- 
ish ones, as for example the following: 


A PAULIST HYMN. 


DEAR HUSBAND OF MARY. 


— 


Dear husband of Mary! dear nurse of her Child! 
Life’s ways are full weary, the desert is wild; 

Bleak sands are all round us, no home can we see; 
Sweet spouse of our Lady! we lean upon thee. 


iS) 


For thou to the pilgrim art father and guide, 
And Jesus and Mary felt safe by thy side; 

Ah! blessed St. Joseph! how safe should I be, 
Sweet spouse of our Lady, if thou wert with me! 


3 Thou hast not forgotten the long, dreary road, 
When Mary took turns with thee bearing thy God; 
Yet light was that burden, none lighter could be, 
Sweet spouse of our Lady, oh! canst thou bear me? 


4 Ah! give me thy burden to bear for a while; 
Let me kiss His warm lips and adore His sweet 
smile; 


With her Babe in my arms, surely Mary will be; 

Sweet spouse of our Lady, my pleader with theef 
5 When the treasures of God were unsheltered: om 

earth, 

Safe keeping was found for them both in thy worth; 

O father of Jesus! be father to me, 

Sweet spouse of our Lady, and I will love thee. 

One would hardly expect such gross su- 
perstition from men who assert their 
claims to ‘‘ Americanism ’’ and the cul- 
ture, enlightenment and progress of the 
age. ‘‘ We are not like the half educat- 
ed, boorish priests of the parish,’’ say 
the Paulists. But the Jesuits say they 
are worse; they are half Protestants; 
they are insincere; by their ‘‘liberalism’” 
they would destroy the true Roman Ca- 
tholic Church and substitute a mongrel 
religion that is neither Christian nor 
Roman. ‘The contention of the Jesuits 
is borne out by the above hymn of the 
Paulists. Itis not only wretched dog- 
grel; itis horrible blasphemy; and these 
Paulists are no less irreverent in the 
statement that Joseph was the father of 
Jesus than the deists and others who 
deny his divinity. No wonder the Pope 
should condemn them and the Jesuits 
denounce them as infidels. Dr. St. 
John Mivart was a ‘‘ liberal Catholie’” 
after the fashion of the Paulists, but 
now after he has ‘‘ freed his soul’’ by 
ridiculing papal infallibility and the im- 
maculate conception of the Virgin Mary 
and all the other distinctive docrines 
and pagan practices of the Church, it is 
doubtful whether he has any faith left. 
He says Romanism makes men ration- 
alists and infidels, and he is good au- 
thority on the subject. At one time he 
had some hope that the “‘liberals’’ in 
the Church would become so powerful 
that they could shape its policy, but he 
now sees that at best they are only half 
Roman, and they must either come out 
of that Church altogether, as he has 
done, or bend the neck to the ultramon- 
tane yoke as the slaves of superstition 
and priestcraft. God pity those who 


have been deceived by the Paulists. 
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MISSION TO CATHOLICS. 





FATHER O'CONNOR IN MONTREAL. 


[New York Observer, March 15, 1900.] 


453 0OR several yearsthe Paulist Fathers 

of this city have been holding 
** Missions to non-Catholics’”’ in Roman 
Catholic churches throughout the coun- 
try. One of these gentlemen, the Rev. 
Elias H. Younan,who had been former- 
iy a member of the Jesuits’ Society, 
conducted such a mission in St. Pat- 
sick’s Church in Montreal in January. 
The attendance at the meetings was 
iarge, for the Paulists know how to use 
the secular press to advertise them, and 
they urge their people to use every 
means to induce their Protesant em- 
ployers and their acquaintances to at- 
tend the services. 

At the close of Mr. Younan’s meet- 
ings the Presbyterien Ministerial As- 
sociation of Montreal invited the Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, of Christ’s Mission 
in this city, to conduct meetings in the 
Presbyterian churches of that city for 
the conversion of Catholics. On Sun- 
day, Feb. 25, he preached in Knox 
Church to the largest gathering ever 
assembled there, a great number of 
Roman Catholics being present. Dur- 
ing the week he held meetings in St. 
Gabriel Presbyterian Church, which 
were also largely attended, despite the 
blizzard which raged in Montreal at the 
time; and on Sunday, March 4, the 
final service was held in Erskine Church, 
when Mr. O’Connor preached to two 
thousand people. It was estimated 
that five hundred Catholics attended 
the various meetings, and much interest 
was manifested. Mr. O’Connor re- 
ceived as many as twenty letters from 
Roman Catholics during his stay in 
Montreal, many asking for information 
regarding the differences between Pro- 
testantism and’Romanism,'some entreat- 


ing him to return to the priesthood of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and others 
commending him for the Christian 
spirit manifested in discussing subjects 
that usually give rise to heated argu- 
ments. 

Many ministers, including Principal 
McVicar, of the Presbyterian College, 
the Rev. Dr. Scrymger, and Prof. J. L. 
Morin, of the same institution, Principal 
Hackett, of the Episcopal Divinity 
School, and the pastors of churches of 
various denominations attended the 
conferences. 

At the meeting on March 2 Canon 
Dixon, rector of St. Jude’s Epis- 
copal Church, delivered an address 
highly commending the work of evan- 
gelization of the Roman Catholics, and 
expressing his personal regard for Mr. 
O'Connor, whom he had previously 
met at the Northfield Conferences, and 
whose methods were conciliatory in 
seeking to bring his former brethren to 
a knowledge of evangelical truth. Dr. 
Scrymger also spoke at the same meet- 
ing in a similar strain. 

At the close of each service many 
Catholics remained to speak to Mr. 
O’Connor, and at the last meettng in 
Erskine Church several handed in their 
names as being desirous of further en- 
lightenment. The pastors of the vari- 
ous ckurches will visit and instruct 
these enquiring Catholics. Many of 
the pastors and people of the French 
Protestant churches, of which there 
are seven in Montreal, attended all the 
conferences. Much good was done by 
this ‘‘ Mission to Catholics,’’ both as an 
offset to the Jesuitical preaching of the 
Paulist Father, who sought to minimize, 
tone down and gloss over the distinctive 
doctrines and objectionable features of 
Roman Catholicism for such Protestants 
as came to hear him, and as an effort to 
reach the Catholics with the truth. 
Such missions in other cities would be 
productive of similar results. 
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Celibacy of the Priesthood. 





This disciplinary rule of the Roman 
Catholic Church has lately received a 
rude shock. No one knows better than 
the priests themselves that ‘‘ forbidding 
to marry,’’ as St. Paul says, does not 
make men chaste. It is an unsavory 
subject, and we will let that friend of 
Rome among Protestant religious journ- 
als, the New York /ndependent, tell the 
tale in its latest development. In its 
issue of March 29, 1900, the /udepen- 
dent says in a religious editorial note: 


CELIBACY IN SOUTH AMERICA 


Some weeks ago the report was cur- 
rently printed by the [Roman Catholic] 
Church papers of the Continent that the 
Pope had rescinded the law of celibacy 
for the clergy of South American 
churches. This news first appeared in 
one of the most pronounced Catholic 
journals of Germany, the well-known 
Badische Beobachter. Soon, however, 
a formal withdrawal of this statement 
was published by theeditor. It seems, 
though, that certain important facts 
formed the basis of this report, and 
these are published by a leading Catho- 
lic member of the German Parliament, 
Wetterle, in his /ournal de Colmar. 
From this and other sources we 
learn that in the Council of South 
American Bishops, lately held by Leo 
XIII., rather startling statistical reports 
were furnished on the moral status of 
the clergy in those lands. According 
to these, of the 18,000 priests there sta- 
tioned, 3,000 are living in regular wed- 
lock, 4,000 are living in secret concub- 
inage with their housekeepers, ‘‘aunts,’’ 
‘* nieces,’’ and others in charge of the 
parsonages; and probably 1,500 main- 
tain illegitimate relations more or less 
openly with women of doubtful reputa- 
tion. In this way the rule of celibacy 
does not hold in the case of about one- 
half of the clergy of Roman Catholic 
South America. The bishops are acti- 


vely at work trying to reducethis evil, 
and the ecclesiastical authorities in 
Brazil have begun to secure clergy from 
the orders in Europe to counteract the 


evil influences of the home clergy. It 
is claimed that orders were given to en- 
force the laws of the Church, but to do 
so with all patience and long suffering. 

The only comment we care to make 
on the subject is that the bishops them- 
selves are ‘‘tarred with the same stick,’’ 
or as it is in Portuguese: Dize com 
quem andas, te diret quem es. 

What is true of South America could 
be asserted of priests in other coun- 
tries, the United States not excepted. 
For the morality of the priests of New 
York City the Roman Catholic reader 
is respectfully referred to the Rev. 
Thomas J. Ducey, rector of the Roman 
Catholic Church of St. Leo in East 
Twenty-eighth street, who asserted in a 
statement published in all the New 
York papers, December 7, 1894, that 
the police captains of thecity could give 
Archbishop Corrigan all the information 
he desired on the subject. 

It may be said in justice to Father 
Ducey that although he has been known 
for many years as a man about town 
who dines at fashionable restaurants, 
and that, as he himself said at the time, 
‘though he has not kept the command- 
ments from his youth up,’’ yet his repu- 
tation for celibacy has not suffered. 

Archbishop Martinelli, the papal del- 
egate in this country, had an article in 
Harper's Bazarin February on priest- 
ly celibacy, and even he had to acknow- 
ledge that it is a disagreeable subject. 
If priests of Rome could get married 
honorably like other men they would be 
respected like other ministers, but under 
the circumstances they are what they 
are. May God pity the people who 
confess their sins to such men. ‘‘ Can 
the blind lead the blind?’’ asked our 
Saviour. ‘‘ Shall they not both fall in- 
to the ditch?’’ Come out from among 
them and be ye separate is the word of 
the Lord to every decent man and 
womantin the ‘‘ holy ’’ Roman Catholie 
Church. 
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BY REV. 


II. 

MONG the attractions of Rome 

a solid consistent theology has been 
claimed. Careless persons speak of the 
Church of Rome in terms of indiscrimin- 
ate censure and condemnation, as though 
papal and the Protestant believers held 
nothing incommon. But the Romish 
Church does not deny the Trinity, the 
Divinity of Christ, the person of the 
Holy Spirit; nor the ordinances and sac- 
raments of the church, and the duty of 
obedience to God; nor the fact of resurrec- 
tion of the body, the immortality of the 
soul and future reward and retribution. 

These truths and doctrines have in 
part been corrupted and perverted, and 
the poison of error becomes the more se- 
ductive and dangerous because disguis- 
ed by the flavor and savor of the truth 
with which it is mingled. 

For example, Romanism corrupts the 
doctrine of /ustification by Faith. It 
puts works in a false relation to the 
Christian life, teaching that one may 
become a justified child of God by doing 
certain things which the Pope or priest 
as vicar of God may enjoin. What man 
does is put as the ground of the sinner’s 
justification, instead of what the Lord 
Jesus has done and is doing. Men are 
taught or led to look for merit in out- 
ward ordinances and obediences, and a 
vast ecclesiastical system, a massive 
machinery, is substituted for simple de- 
pendence on the life and death of the 
one and all sufficient Saviour. 

The imposing ceremonies of public 
worship, with its symbolism and pagean- 
try, altars, censers and masses, its wor- 
ship of the Virgin and its litany of the 
saints, crucifix and rosary, prayer 
chanting and alms-giving, missal and 
breviary, priestly absolution and papal 
benediction, penances and pilgrimages, 
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fastings and watchings, the monk’s 
cowl and the beggar’s cloak—these and 
many other things are substituted for 
simple faith. 

‘Works done to procure salvation 
practically supersede works done as an 
offering of love and faith and gratitude 
for a salvation already procured.’’ Like 
Jacob, sending forward his gift to Esau 
and saying, ‘‘afterward I will see his 
face,’’ the sinner sends forward his of- 
fering of good works asa propitiatory 
measure and afterward proposes to see 
the face of God instead of casting him- 
self at the outsetjupon the divine mercy. 

The educated Protestant finds in all 
this a growth oferror, distinctly trace- 
able back to the fifth century and hav- 
ing its root in Pelagianism, which was 
the crystallization of the heresy that 
man may by good works deserve grace. 
Then from this root grew the notion 
of Penance, by degrees extending to 
every sin and made a condition of abso- 
lution. From the time of Tertullian to 
the thirteenth century penitential works 
were more and more put in the place of 
salvation by grace, and self inflicted 
punishment became a matter of merit. 

In Italy flagellation took in the 
eleventh century the form ofa mania; 
and so works ef supererogation, or 
righteous deeds in excess of the demands 
of God’s law, naturally grew out ofthis 
doctrine of penance. Saints were taught 
that their good works may surpass the 
demands of duty and so accumulate a 
treasure of merit which may be applied 
to the relief of less faithful believers, as 
the frugal savings of the industrious 
and economical may serve to supply the 
needs of the poor and the profligate! 

Hence also by a very natural process 
grew from the same general root the in- 
vention of Alexander Hales, in the 
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thirteenth century, and declared by 
Clement VII. an article of faith, viz., 
the doctrine of /ndulgences whose abuses 
and abominations under Tetzel in the 
sixteenth century moved Luther, as he 
heard the drum calling the people into 
the market place, to exclaim: ‘‘ By 
God’s help I will go down and beat a 
hole in his drum.’’ 

Papists may apologize for indulgences, 
but the historical fact is that rates were 
established for the remission of every sin. 
It isclaimed that no indulgence acts 
prospectively but only retrospectively, 
that it does not give license to commit 
sin, but only provides for the remission 
of sins that are past; yet the confidence 
that an indulgence may be easily ob- 
tained acts prospectively as a license for 
iniquity, inasmuch asthe transgressor 
knows on what terms that future sin 
may be forgiven after it is committed. 

Boniface in 1300 proclaimed every 
hundredth year a /udilee, and every pil- 
grim to Rome inthe jubilee year was 
declared entitled toa plenary indulgence. 
Such a decree caused rivers of riches to 
pour from all quarters into the papal 
treasury; andthe happy expedient was 
naturally suggested of shortening the 
interval between the jubilee years; and 
then instead of compelling pilgrims to 
journey to Rome agents were sent out to 
vend indulgences, until what some had 
climbed the Alps and crossed the conti- 
nent to secure in the jubilee year might 
be bought at any time at the door alike 
of the prince and the peasant. 

Rome has carried into the. spiritual 
sphere the practice of adulteration, mak- 
ing the Word of God of none effect 
through the tradition of men, and bold- 
ly affirming for tradition an authority 
equally binding with that of the written 
Word, in face of the direct and distinc- 
tive rebuke of our Lord with respect to 
the same practice among the Pharisees. 

Romanism withholds the Bible from 
the believers, denying the right of every 


individual to read and interpret it for 
himself, keeping back God’s Book from 
the people, and putting the church be- 
tween the human soul and the written 
Word, and even the living word. 

What now of the Dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception and the practical 
mariolatry of the Romish Church? Is 
there any reasonable doubt that the 
Virgin Mary is idolatrously worshipped 
and adored as the queen of heaven? 
The Paris Univers published the prayer 
which, as it declares, the Pope himself 
offered daily during the then recent 
Franco-German War. 

‘‘Oh Mary, conceived without sin, 
look down upon France: pray for 
France! Oh, save France. The greater 
its guilt the greater its need of thy inter- 
cession. A single word to Jesus reclin- 
ing on thy arms and France is saved. 
Oh Jesus, obey Mary and save France!’” 
Here is the Virgin actually put above 
the Son of God asthe more prevailing 
advocate with the Father! 

The theology of Romanism is the 
more to be deprecated for its solid ‘‘con- 
sistency.’’ Sometimes into the creed of: 
a true believer an error will creep, un- 
noticed as error, because he lacks the 
logic to carry this false opinion to its legi- 
timate conclusion. He does not see that 
this oneerror affects the whole system 
of his belief, because he has mo system; 
he is not a systematic thinker or logical 
reasoner. But in Romanism the errors 
do affect the system; they are incorporat- 
ed into it, and everything that is other- 
wise true is modified to fit the error and 
correspond with it, sothat the Romish 
doctrine, however much it may resemble 
the evangelical,is essentially after all an 
unscriptural teaching. The whole 
structure leans and threatens to fall, like 
the Tower of Pisa, because the founda- 
tion is unsound. 

This is why Protestants feel called 
upon to profestagainst admitting among 
the number of Christian churches one 
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which practically denies the fundamental 
doctrine of Justification by faith. To 
deny or pervert ‘hat is to abandon or 
corrupt the whole Christian system. 
Such an error as this is not to be toler- 
ated as a minor and insignificant diver- 
gence from Christian faith; it is a vital 
difference. Let the Papist sneer at the 
Protestant and say ‘‘ where was you 
church five hundred yearsago?’’ We 
answer with Luther, ‘‘ where was your 
face before you washed it this morning?’’ 

Another attraction claimed for the 
Romish Church is that it ‘‘ offers a 
higher and indeed the only true sanctity 
of spirit and life.’’ This refers probably 
to the monastic and conventual systems 
which seclude men or women rigidly 
from the world and from all association 
with the other sex, and separate them 
unto the spiritual service of God and 
the church. 

Here again we appeal to the truthful, 
impartial records of history. 

It is not needful to condemn in un- 
measured and indiscriminate terms all 
who have followed an ascetic life or en- 
tered the solitude of the cloister. But, 
as to the system of monasticism, it has 
proved practically the source of grave 
evils, although its origin may have been 
connected with a hallowed impulse. 
The class known as “ ascetics,’’ which 
made their appearance about the begin- 
ning of the third century, soon became 
a large and influential body. The chief 
cause of the formation of this party was 
that the leaven of heathenism was per- 
vading the Church of Christ. Religion 
was with hundreds a name and a form; 
called disciples of Jesus they led the 
life of heathens, and the spiritual rulers 
of the church were largely to blame for 
the prevailing corruption. Some, jeal- 
ous and zealous for the purity of church 
life, preferred desert solitude to the so- 
ciety of such disciples, and fearing to be 
found partakers of their sins withdrew 
into’silence and separation in that deso- 
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late tract that lies between the Libyan 
Mountains and the Nile Valley. The 
Scetan and Nitrian deserts soon became 
‘* dug and dotted all over with cells and 
convents.’’ ‘Thus, as Macgilvray says, 
‘* the institution is traceable to a kind of 
puritanic revolt, ‘The first monks were 
ecclesiastical reformers, and the whole 
monastic system sprang out of a lay 
movement against the declining spirit of 
the clergy and the growing corruptions 
of the church.’’ But, notwithstanding 
comparative sanctity of the old anchor 

ites or the real purity and spirituality 
of some monks and nuns in other times, 
the system of monasticism, as a whole, 
has been very unwholesome in its influ- 
ence on human morality. 

God saw that ‘‘it was not good for the 
man that he should be alone,’’ even in 
Eden; and we cannot with impunity 
disregard this divine verdict outside of 
Eden. The man and the woman exhibit 
mutual fitness in their whole tempera- 
ment andthe very framework of their 
intellectual and emotional life, and find 
their highest happiness and well-being 
in each others’ society. 

The Home was earlier than the State 
or Church,and holds the rudiments and 
elements of both. It is, when properly 
organized and regulated, the nearest re- 
turn-to Eden and the closest approach 
to heaven. A proper home is impos- 
sible under the monastic system. And 
where the secret history of monasteries 
and convents has been exposed they 
have not infrequently been found to 
shelter something quite foreign to per- 
sonal purity, and in some cases to be 
like whited sepulchers full of all un- 
cleanness. Sostartling at times have 
been these revelations that the impurity 
of the monks has seemed to bethe ru/e 
rather than the exception. 

Rome challenges confidence in her 
promise to realize ultimately a perfect 
society upon earth, to rebuild and re- 
fine the whole structure of social life. 
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But if anything is peculiar to the de- 
velopments of history, it is, that society 
has never been rebuilt in any ideal state 
by keeping mankind in ignorance, and 
bondage to superstition. Education 
and evargelization are not synonymous; 
civilization and Christianity are not con- 
vertible terms; but without a corres- 
ponding increase of intelligence no 
nation, ancient or modern, was ever lift- 
ed to a loftier plane of social and nation- 
al life. Knowledge and virtue have 
from the first been the two handmaids 
of Christianity. 

Romanism has thrived only in pro- 
portion as she has repressed intellectual 
freedom and suppressed the intelligence 
of the awaking mind. When the giant of 
independent thought is fully roused he 
shakes himself and breaks her new ropes 
and snaps her green withs and goes off 
with her weaver’s beam! Thestronghold 
of Romanism to day is not with the high- 
ly educated, but with the ignorant masses 
whose credulity and mental imbecility 
make them easy victims,and with whom 
‘* ignorance is the mother of devotion.’’ 
Where common schools abound and an 
atmosphere of true culture reigns men 
somehow exhibit a centrifugal tendency 
—they drift away from the communion 
of the Papal Church. There is noth- 
ing Rome fears so much as /igh¢, which 
she persistently shuts out. Her strong- 
holds, like her inquisitorial dungeons, 
are underground. Education, when it 
passes the bounds of church limits and 
becomes liberal, renders even her at- 
tractions often repulsive; knowledge 
brings schism, and even some who re- 
main nominally in her fold take an atti- 
tude of antagonism against her errors in 
doctrine and practice, like Dollinger, 
Hyacinthe, etc. 

Romanism purifying society by de- 
bauching the individual conscience and 
destroying the individual independence! 
Man a machine! the Pope or priest to 


run the machine! This is the practical 
system of Romanism. 


A Good Suggestion. 





A good friend who promised to give 
twenty-five dollars toward the payment 
of the debt of $2,000 in Christ’s Mission 
has sent the following letter: ‘‘ I have 
decided to make my contribution to the 
fund for the payment of the debt on the 
Mission fifty dollars instead of twenty- 
five. Could you not say in the next is- 
sue of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC that 
a subscriber proposes to be one of thirty 
to give fifty dollars each, and thus with 
smaller sums from less rich friends, pay 
off the whole debt at once. ‘This could 
be easily done by those who are interest- 
ed in the good work Christ’s Mission is 
doing, and it should be done quickly. 
Those who could not give as much as 
fifty dollars might give according to 
their means and invite other friends and 
neighbors also to help. E. C. W.” 

The suggestion is prayerfully laid be- 
fore the friends of Christ’s Mission. It 
will be a great blessing when the 
debt is paid. 





Rome and Tammany. 

Every person in New York knows 
that there is a union between Tammany 
Hall and the Roman Catholic Church. 
How close it is, this item in the New 
York 7ribune, March 19, 1900, shows: 

‘* Miss Grace York, only daughter of 
Police Commissioner B. J. York, was 
admitted to St. Joseph’s Convent, in 
Flushing, Long Island, yesterday. At 
the close of two years she will be allow- 
ed to take final vows if she still desire 
to become anun. She recently reached 
her majority and decided to take the 
veil. Itis understood that the Com- 
missioner and other members of the 
family attended the service yesterday. 

‘* Miss York received much of her 
education from the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
Afterward she attended St. Francis 
Xavier’s Academy.’’ 
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THE TRAFFIC IN RELICS. 
St. Anne and St. Anthony. 





HE New York Herald, March 21, 
1900, in continuation of the his- 
tory of the conversion of Father Al- 
phonsus Hauberich, published an inter- 
view with Father Albert Strobele, the 
founder of the Shrine of St. Anthony, 
at Butler, N. j., in which he said 
that he never encouraged the idea of 
miraculous cures at that shrine. ‘‘Much 
depends on faith,’’ said he, ‘‘ but when 
these pilgrims came to me with stories 
of miracles, I usually attributed it to 
religious enthusiasm.’’ 

Regarding the alleged humbug at St. 
Anthony’s shrine, Father Albert said : 
** What has been done there, and is 
still dohe, has during the last six years 
been introduced by regular as well as 
secular priests in hundreds of churches 
all over the United States.’’ 

That is true, and Father Albert might 
have added that the Roman Catholic 
Church has conducted a most lucrative 
traffic in relics in the countries of the 
old world. It is only of late years that 
the Romanists of this country have 
imitated their foreign brethren in this 
money making scheme. 

The French Canadian Church of St. 
Jean Baptiste, on East Seventy sixth 
Street, New York, was one of the first 
to open a gold mine by means of a relic. 
The relic is said to be a fragment of the 
arm of St. Anne, the mother of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and the grandmother of 
God, as the priest who exhibited the 
relic said. 

Father Bernard O'Reilly preached a 
sermon in the presence of the relic 
Sunday, May 8, 1892, when an admis- 
sion fee of $1.00 was charged. He said: 
‘‘This is the very flesh which the 
mother of Mary gave to her, and which 
she gave to her Son. This brings you 
almost in communication with Jesus 


Christ. It is bone of his bone and flesh 
of his flesh.’’ The first three weeks of 
this exhibition netted Father Tetrean 
the sum of $20,000. In THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for June, 1892, @ 
full exposure of this relic appeared, 
showing that it was a chicken bone and 
not human flesh. 

The relic business in the Roman 
Catholic Church is a great financial 
scheme. A small bribe suffices to ob- 
tain ‘* papers of authenticity ’’ from Ro- 
man ecclesiastics. You can get any- 
thing in the religious line in Rome for 
money. After the ‘‘relic’’ is obtained 
there are no expenses. Newspaper 
descriptions and criticisms furnish free 
advertising. Thousands are led by 
superstition and thousands wish to 
satisfy curiosity. The former bring an 
offering as the necessary requisite to 
obtain St. Anne’s or St. Anthony’s 
help. Theothers dror their coin into 
the ever present receptacle, because 
human respect calls for a mantle to 
hide their curiosity. Thus the money 
pours in and the relic is a success. 

Human nature is prone to supersti- 
tion, and the Roman Catholic Church 
panders to the weakness of mankind. 
The ignorant people who are deluded 
by the priests, not knowing the true 
God. and Jesus Christ whom He sent 
into the world, must have these false 
gods. As the Hebrew people fell away 
from the worship of God to bow down 
before idols, so the Roman Catholics 
led by the priests accept bogus relics as 
representatives of God. If it could be 
demonstrated to them that such a per- 
son as St. Anthony never existed, there 
are many among these deluded Catho- 
lics who would still say, ‘‘ Nevertheless 
we believe in his relic.’’ Surely there 
is need of preaching the Gospel to such 
people. American Christians should 
not pass by on the other side when 
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THE SHRINE OF ST. ANTHONY, BUTLER, N. J. 





rn conversion of one of the priests 
of the Church of St. Anthony at 
Butler, N. J., as recorded in the follow- 
ing pages, has drawn marked attention 
tothe ‘‘Shrine’’ of the ‘‘ Saint’’ at- 
tached to the church. 
The picture shows various saints and 


people are led to believe is the body ot 
St. Anthony of Padua who works the 
‘‘miracles.’’ The figure kneeling in 
prayer at the foot of the ‘‘Shrine”’ is 
Father Albert who invented it and ina 
few years made so much money by ex- 
hibiting it that the secular priests 





angels, the Virgin Mary at- the top, 
with a court of angelic attendants on 
each Under the Virgin is a 
Franciscan priest with the infant Jesus 
in his arms, signifying that ‘*‘ Mother 
Mary ”’ has given the Franciscan charge 
of her Son. 

Beneath the priest is the crucifix, 
with Mary and John on each side, and 
to the right of the altar is the ‘‘ Shrine’ 
wherein is the form of a man which the 


side. 


became jealous. In 1893, he gave one 
thousand dollars to Satolli to attend one 
of the exhibitions in Butler, and as 
thousands assembled to see the show, 
Father Albert must have cleared $20,000 
by the transaction. He is no longer in 
charge of the church at Butler, and it 
has suffered in consequence. Now the 
Franciscans are apprehensive that¥the 
conversion of Father Hauberich will 
utterly ruin the ‘‘ Shrine ’’ business. 
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“CONVERSION OF A FRANCISCAN PRIEST. 


sEVERAL young priests of Rome, 
<3 Pollach, Mazzuca, Ferrando and 
‘Tobin, have been converted at Christ’s 
Mission, but the priest who came to the 





Father Alphonsus Hauberich has open- 
ed his mind and heart to the truth as it 
is in Jesus and has given up all the su- 
perstitions of Rome. The faith that 


Rev. Alphonsus Hauberich. 


Mission on March 14 was the young: 
est of them all, as he was ordained only 
ten months previously, in May, 1899. 
Like the other priests who withdrew 
from the Roman Catholic Church and 
came under the care of Christ’s Mission, 


saves through Christ alone, the one 
Mediator between God and man, is what 
attracts those priests. They find it in 
the union with the Saviour which He 
promised to all who come to Him with 
open minds and honest hearts. 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSION FRO! THE PRIESTHOOD. 





LARGE congregation was present 
K in the chapel of Christ’s Mission 
Sunday evening, March 18, when a 
Roman Catholic priest who had come to 
the Mission some days previously, made 
his declaration of emancipation from 
the priesthood and the superstitions of 
the Roman Church. A week before 
he had called at the Mission with the 
Rev. George A. Guenther, a German 
Baptist pastor of New York, to learn if 
the Mission would afford him a home 
anda resting place if he would leave 
his parish at Butler, N. J. 

He was assured by Mr. O’Connor that 
Christ’s Mission would welcome him 
and help him at such a crisis in his life, 
as it had helped many other priests. He 
heard of Christ’s Mission through Mr. 
Guenther, whom he first consulted when 
passing his church one day in February. 
The need of such a place as Christ’s 
Mission, where priests who wish to leave 
the Roman Catholic Church could be 
received, was never more apparent than 
in this case. 

The history of Father Hauberich’s 
conversion as told in the press is here 
given. 


PRIEST FORSAKES THE CATHO- 
LIC CHURCH. 


FATHER ALPHONSUS, OF THE FRANCIS- 
CAN ORDER, HAS DECIDED To BE- 
COME A PROTESTANT. 
SURPRISE TO HIS FRIENDS. 


LEAVES MONASTERY AT BUTLER, N. J., 

AND IS NOW AT CHRIST’S MISSION, 

IN THIS CITY. 
[New York Herald, March 19, 1900. ] 

Anthony Hauberich, a young priest 
known to the Roman Catholic Church 
as Father Alphonsus, has severed his 
connection with the priesthood and the 

ranciscan Order, and has withdrawn 


from his work at St. Anthony’s Church, 
at Butler, N. J. He is now with 
Rev. James A. O’Connor, at Christ’s 
Mission, No. 142 West Twenty-first 
street, this city, and expects to ulti- 
mately enter the Protestant ministry. 

Father Alphonsus’ step will come as 
a complete surprise to his ecclesiastical 
friends, none of whom has had up to 
the present time any intimation as toa 
complete change in his religious belief. 
He secured a leave of absence from his 
superior, Father Bonaventura, at Butler, 
N. J., a week ago, and came to this 
city. He consulted a clergyman of the 
Baptist Church, and was referred to 
Father O’Connor, to whom he applied 
last Wednesday. 

HAS SENT A LETTER TO ROME. 

Father O'Connor, whose mission is 
well known to those interested in the 
conversion of Roman Catholics to the 
Protestant faith, carefully examined the 
young priest’s papers and credentials, 
and, becoming persuaded of his good 
and regular standing in the Catholic 
Church and of his sincere desire to 
abandon its tenets, received Father 
Alphonsus into his home. On Friday 
the young priest sent a long letter an- 
nouncing his withdrawal from the Fran- 
ciscans, or the Order of Friars Minor, 
to Father Aloysius Louer, Superior 
General of the Order in Rome, and 
Saturday evening he telegraphed his 
superior at Butler, N. J.—‘‘ I will not 
return to Butler. Will explain by let- 
ter.’’ This letter, which goes into con- 
siderable detail, was read by Father Al- 
phonsus to the congregation at Christ’s 
Mission last evening. 

Father Alphonsus discusses freely his 
change of faith, and while acknowledg- 
ing that his step is the result of a gener- 
al disbelief in the doctrines of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church asa whole, lays 
particular stress on his objection to the 
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practice of the confessional. 

*“* My reason for rejecting it,’’ he said 
yesterday, ‘‘is simply that it seems ri- 
diculous to me that one sinful man 
should have the power to forgive the 
sins of others. I believe in confessing 
my sins to my God and to God alone, 
and not to man.’’ 

In his letter to his Father Superior 
in Rome Father Alphonsus says: 
‘* There is much that I could say re- 
garding the policy and administration 
of the Church in general, and in partic- 
ular cases, but I will not enter upon de- 
tails such as eame within my personal 
knowledge in connection with the scan- 
dal of the ‘Shrine of St. Anthony’ in 
the church at Butler. The payment of 
money for masses for the living and the 
dead, and for the administtation of sac- 
raments, the traffic in jubilees, pilgrim- 
ages, shrines and relics were a scandal 
to me.”’ 

PRIEST SPOKE OF HUMBUG. 

These references to the shrine of St. 
Anthony of Padua, which was inaugur- 
ated with great ceremony in 1893, and 
which is annually visited by thousands 
of pilgrims, recall certain criticisms 
which have been made against this re- 
ligious resort. Father Corrigan, of St. 
Agnes’s Church, in Paterson, declared 
a few months after its dedication that 
there was ‘“‘ too much humbug about 
the affair,’’ and added that he saw no 
reason why the Paterson churches 
should contribute to the support of and 
advertise the shrine. 

Father Alphonsus himself says it is 
the general belief in Butler that the 
waxen image of the saint was obtained 
from a museum in this city. Father 
Albert Stroeble, who founded the shrine, 
became seriously involved with his 
Church authorities three years ago, was 
relieved of his charge at Butler, was 
suspended for one year from the Fran- 
ciscan Order and is now staying with 
his sister, who conducts a Kneipp*sani- 


tarium near the shrine itself. 

Father Alphonsus was born in Hesse- 
Nassau, Germany, in 1873. He was 
educated in the school of the Redemp- 
torist Fathers, in Philadelphia, and took 
a collegiate course at Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., at North East, Pa., and also in 
this city. He entered the novitiate of 
the Franciscans in Paterson, N. J., in 
1891, andin 1896 went to the institu- 
tion of the Order at Fulda, Germany, 
taking the full vows in May, 1899. He 
returned to this country six months 
ago, and was sent to the monastery at 
Butler, N. J. 


LETTER OF RESIGNATION. 


Severe Arraignment of Romanism, 


To the Most Reverend Father Aloysius 
Louer, Superior General of the Friars 
Minor, Rome. 

I hereby tender my resignation as one 
of the pastors of St. Anthony’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Butler, N. J., and at 
the same time beg to notify you of my 
decision to withdraw from the Order of 
Friars Minor, and to sever my connec- 
tion with the Roman Catholic Church. 
I take this step after mature delibera- 
tion. I have been a member of the 
Franciscan Order since June, 1892, and 
was ordained in 1899. During those 
years I have faithfully discharged all 
the duties required of a disciple of St. 
Francis by a strict observance of the 
rules of the Order. Iam therefore in 
good and regular standing as a member 
of the Order of Friars Minor, and asa 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church. 
REASONS FOR LEAVING THE CHURCH. 

The reasons that impel me to take this 
step are many. I will specify only a 
few. I can no longer believe in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as the sole au- 
thority in the Church of Christ. God is 
too great and too good to place limits to 
the bounds of His Church faccording to 
the Roman rule. I had to believe that 
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outside the Church of Rome there is no 
salvation, and that there could not be 
faith in God without faith in the doc- 
trines of that Church. Christ and the 
Pope are so closely associated in the 
work of the Church that without faith 
in the supremacy of Leo XIII. as the 
infallible teacher, you cannot be a true 
follower of Christ. This I cannot be- 
lieve. 
THE PRIEST AS MEDIATOR. 

In the practical work of the Roman 
Church, the priest takes the place of 
Christ as the mediator between God and 
men. From the cradle tothe grave, he 
is the indispensable agent of the work of 
salvation, the channel through which 
the divine love, grace and mercy flow 
into the lives of the people. He absolves 
the sinner, and opens the door of heaven 
only to the Roman Catholics. I have 
not found any warrant in the Word of 
God for the assumption of such power, 
and my ownexperience in the priesthood 
has shown me the inefficacy of the means 
employed to reconcile man with God. 

GOD ONLY FORGIVES SIN. 

The sins of the people are not 
forgiven by priestly absolution. God 
alone can forgive sin, and Jesus Christ 
is the only Mediator, the only High 
Priest. I cannot pretend to be priest 
and mediator. Icanno longer stand 
between God and the sinner as the 
Church of Rome requires: her priests to 
do. It is blasphemous for any man to 
assume an office which is the preroga- 
tive of the Son of God alone. 

MONEY FOR MASSES AND RELICS. 

There is much that I could say re- 
garding the policy and administration 
of the Church in general, and in par- 
ticular cases, but I will not enter upon 
details such as came within my personal 
knowledge in connection with the 
‘*Shrine of St. Anthony’’ in the 
Church at Butler. The payment of 
money for masses for the living and the 
dead, and for the administration of sac- 





raments, the traffic in jubilees, pilgrim- 
ages, shrines and relics were a scandal 
to me. 

It is St. Peter whosays: ‘‘ Foras- 
much-as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as sil- 
ver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ.’’ 

THE BIBLE THE RULE OF FAITH. 

Instead of the Holy Scriptures being 
the rule of faith and practice in the 
Church, they have been hidden undera 
mass of superstition. My soul found 
no response from prayers addressed to 
statues and pictures. But since I be- 
gan the study of the Bible, I have found 
it to be a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path and nourishment to my 
spiritual life. Therefore I withdraw 
from a position in which a thinking, con- 
scientious man, who has the Bible in 
his hand and exercises his common 
sense, cannot remain. ‘The mind is fet- 
tered, the soul is degraded and the 
whole being suffers by being separated 
from God, as the Roman Catholic is 
who relies upon priestly intervention in 
matters of religion. The soul should 
be free, as God is free, and that condi- 
tion does not exist in the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. 

TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISES. 

It is not without regret that I separ- 
ate myself from all the associations of 
the past. But the voice of conscience 
and of duty urges me todo what is right 
and leave the issue with Almighty God. 
I believe in His promises to care for all 
who place their trust in Him and in His 
Son, Jesus Christ; and thus far He has 
led me on. He has raised up friends 
for me in those who have gone this way 
before and have had similar experiences 
in the priesthood and who by the power 
of God have been delivered from the 
Roman Catholic system. 

ALPHONSUS HAUBERICH. 
Christ’s Mission, 142 West Twenty-first 
St., New York, March 16, rgoo. 
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THE NEWS AT BUTLER. 


FATHER ALPHONSUS’ REFERENCE TO 
THE MIRACLES OF ST. ANTHONY’S 
SHRINE CAUSES SURPRISE. 


[New York Herald March 20, 1900. ] 


There has not been such excitement 
in Butler, N. J., since St. Anthony’s 
shrine, with its accredited powers for 
miracle working, passed from the 
keeping of Father Albert, as has been 
caused by the withdrawal of Father Al- 
phonsus from the Catholic Church. 
Father Bonaventura, Superior of St. 
Anthony’s, says that Anthony Haube- 
rich carefully concealed his intention of 
disavowing the Catholic religion. 

There is much indignation over the 
reference the priest made in his letter of 
withdrawal to the scandal of the shrine 
of St. Anthony. The sudden transfer 
of Father Albert, in 1897, at the direc- 
tion of the Franciscan Chapter, to a 
post as secular priest in Louisville is 
said to have grown out of assertions 
made by Father Corrigan, of St Ag- 
nes’s Church, Paterson, that there was 
humbug in the so-called miracle work- 
ings at St. Anthony’s; but no matter 
what Father Corrigan or Anthony 
Hauberich, who has just left the priest- 
hood, say, the pious Catholics of Butler 
and surrounding towns have absolute 
faith in the healing powers of the relic 
of St. Anthony. 

All the chapels, grottoes and images 
erected by Father Albert when he built 
St. Anthony’s Church are held sacred. 
Father Albert has been in Butler with 
his sister for several months, and is be- 
sieged each day by old friends, who 
want him to connect himself with St. 
Anthony’s Church again. 

Father Bonaventura to-day said 
Father Alphonsus had never said any- 
thing to indicate dissatisfaction with the 
life at St. Anthony’s, adding: ‘‘ I was 
astonished when I received a telegram 
from him on Saturday night saying he 





would return to Butler no more. I did 
not know, though, that he had left the 
Church until I read the Herald to-day. 
Father Alphonsus had been here six 
months. His recent trips to New 
York I supposed had been for medical 
treatment. I cannot account for Father 
Alphonsus’ action, unless his weakened 
health may have had something to do 
with it. Iam the more inclined to 
think this after reading what he has 
said about overwork here.” 

St. Anthony’s shrine at Butler, was 
erected in 1893 through the efforts of 
Father Albert Stroebele. The church 
is a stone edifice, commanding a view 
of the Ramapo mountains, with inter- 
vening woods and valleys. Twenty. 
acres of forest, brook and meadow land 
adjoining comprises its domain. After 
Father Albert left part of the former 
domain of the shrine passed into the 
possession of Lcuise Stroebele, sister of 
the priest. A mansion was erected and 
a Kneipp cure sanitarium founded. 
There is a controversy on now as to 
whether Miss Stroebele hasa legal right 
to the land. 


A LETTER OF WARNING. 


After reading Father Bonaventura’s 
statement, Father Alphonsus wrote to 
him as follows: 

NEw YorK, March 20, 1900. 
Rev. Father Bonaventura : 

When I sent you a copy of my letter 
to the Superior General at Rome with- 
drawing from the Roman Catholic 
Church I added a note saying the letter 
would explain itself. I had hoped that 
that would suffice and that I should 
not be drawn into a controversy with 
you. But your language as reported in 
to-day’s New York Hevald leaves me no 
choice. Your statements are not only 
misleading and convey a wrong impres- 
sion, but they are positively false. 

I did not refer to the strain of over- 
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work; for, as a matter of fact, there is 
not enough work in Butler for three 
priests unless it be during the pilgrim- 
age season when thousands visit the 
shrine of St. Anthony. 

You are mistaken in thinking that 
poor health was the cause of my resolve 
to leave the Roman Catholic Church. 
My health of body was all right, butas 
I have explained in my letter to the 
Superior General, I was troubled in 
mind and soul. 

The slight indisposition to which you 
refer did not interfere with the perform- 
ance of my duties. I preached and often 
said two masses nearly every Sunday, 
and in places far apart, having to drive 
from eight to ten miles fasting. Further- 
more, I always took good care of my 
health, never indulging in dissipation 
like many of my confreres in the mon- 
astery. You know well to what I 
allude. 

I arrived at my decision to withdraw 
from the Roman Catholic Church from 
conscientious motives alone, and left in 
an honorable manner. 

If you try to defame me or injure me 
in any way I hereby give you warning 
that you shall not succeed and that you 
will provoke me to speak out about 
matters regarding which I would prefer 
to keep silent. 

ALPHONSUS HAUBERICH. 

It was to be expected that the former 
associates of Father Alphonsus would 
try to annoy him, but he thinks this let- 
ter will be a warning to them to leave 
him alone. All they can safely say now 
is that he is out of his head, as Festus 
said to Paul. ‘‘I am not mad, most 
noble Festus,’’ replied the great Apostle, 
‘‘but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness.’’ If the ‘‘ holy fathers ”’ 
at Butler could now get hold of Father 
Alphonsus after the publication of his 
fetter to the Superior-General, they 
would surely put him in a mad- 
house. 


Letter From A Former Nun. 





CHICAGO, March 5, 1900. 
Rev, James A.O' Connor: 

DEAR Six:—Through a Protestant 
friend I have heard of the excellent work 
of Christ’s Mission and am deeply in- 
terested init. Itis only afew weeks 
since through the Rev. J. R. Millin of 
the Fourth United Presbyterian Church 
I was aroused from the dangerous apathy 
in which I had fallen after being dis- 
satisfied with the Roman Catholic 
Church. I was brought up in that re- 
ligion, and spent several years behind 
convent walls. There I learned that 
there was neither Christianity nor 
humanity in that system. After excit- 
ing the wrath of all my friends by leav- 
ing the convent in Europe I came to 
this part of the world. Here I found 
the condition of the Roman Catholic 
Church worse than in Europe. It took 
several years of agony and most bitter 
trials to make me at the age of 26 a 
radical in religion. I have been perse- 
cuted for taking out of the ciutches of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame my youngest 
sister, 15 years of age, whom my father, 
a devoted Catholic, had placed in the 
convent. The experience I had gained 
in the convent and the knowledge of the 
horrible crimes committed by the Sis- 
ters had deadened my faith. I was dis- 
appointed in life and very unhappy, till 
one day I met the Rev. Dr. Millin, and 
he brought light into my darkened 
soul. Then I began to study the Bible, 
and now I have what I had been seek- 
ing, what my heart longed for—I have 
Christ. 

Another sister, with less courage than 
I had, is stillin the convent, a nun in 
St. Vincent’s Home, in . I want 
to get her out of that place and leave 
the Order. I want your advice in the 
matter. Iam nearly helpless in the 





case, for they know me and will not al- 
low me to see my sister. 

















THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





1r9 








My Sentiments towards the convents 
are not unknown to the nuns and the 
priests, who have tried to injure me in 
every way and slander me to the new 
friends whom God has raised up for me. 
I send you the names of the priests who 
have most annoyed me. 

Hoping tu hear from Christ’s Mis- 
sion, | remain, with good wishes, and 
thanks to God for such a work, 

Respectfully yours, E. M. H. 


Set the Captives Free. 


To this letter we replied as follows : 
DEAR FRIEND: 

I was very glad to receive your letter, 
and while I sympathize with you in the 
annoyances and persecutions to which 
you have been subjected, I heartily con- 
gratulate you in having escaped from 
the convent. You know as well as I do 
that there are many women in those in- 
stitutions who would leave if they knew 
how to get away or where to go after 
they pass out of the convent gate. When 
they first enter there is a certain roman- 
tic sentiment associated with the life of 
anun. To be the ‘‘ Spouse of Christ’’ 
is most alluring to a young woman; but 
when the novelty wears away and she 
finis there is no reality in the promises 
held out, that it is all a dream to imag- 
ine there is such a union, the heart be- 
comes empty and the whole nature is 
perverted. 

Thrice happy must you be to be de- 
livered from all the evils of convent life 
and to be truly united to Christ by faith 
and love. With a testimony like yours 
I believe many other nuns could be in- 
fluenced or, as you say, could gain cour- 
age to leave that kind of life and be- 
come useful and happy persons. I 
shall do all I can to aid you in getting 
your sister out of the convent, and in 
helping to set other captives free. By 
tact and discretion we can do much to 
win the co-operation of others. But 
above all, by faith and prayer we can 





ask the good God tofhelp us in such an 
important work. He sent His Son up- 
on earth to seek and to save the lost, 
and all who believe in Christ and accept 
Him as Saviour are delivered. So He 
will bless the efforts put forth for the 
liberation and salvation of the most un- 
happy class of people in the world—the 
nuns in convents. I shall communicate 
with friends who live near the convent 
where your sister is and you will hear 
from them. The Lord will raise up 
friends for usin this cause. It is true 
many Protestants are indifferent, but 
true Christians cannot but sympathize 
with us in such a work. The Lord 
bless yOu and guide you, and make you 
strong in the faith of Christ and patient 
in well doing. Very truly yours, 
JaMEs A. O’CoNNoR. 





Priests Absolving Nuns. 





This poor lady’s experience in the 
convent has been a sad one, like nine- 
tenths of those who are doomed to such 
a life and have not the good fortune or 
the courage to escape. In her various 
books the Nun of Kenmare gave to the 
world an inside view of the lives of nuns, 
but even she did not know as much of 
the sad reality as the priests who are as- 
signed as chaplains to convents and con- 
fessors to the nuns. The knowledge 
they acquire is not conducive to an op- 
timistic view of human life. The nuns 
themselves may find the life narrow, 
petty and irksome, if not worse; but the 
priest who has the histories of all the 
lives poured into his ears is in a worse 
condition than any of them. 

It is not a desirable position to be a 
convent chaplain, as every priest of 
experience knows. In fact it is fre- 
quently a punishment for a priest to be 
assigned as confessor tonuns. Dam- 
natus ad bestias, is the term applied to 
the unfortunate man who is compelled 
to listen to the nuns’ sad stories. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 





FIFTH SERIES. 


XV. 


New York, April, 1900. 

S1r:—It is notorious that you, Archbishop Ireland and other so-called 
‘*liberal’’ Catholics have made representations at Rome, and to the Pope 
himself, that the Roman Catholic Church was making such progress in 
the United States, that it would soon be the greatest religious power in 
the country. At first the Pope believed you, but he does not now. His 
letter to you last year when he condemned ‘‘ Americanism,’’ and warned 
the Paulist Fathers to beware of the leaven of heresy that characterized 
their teaching, was a clear indication that he had lost faith in your state- 
ments. Satolli had told him the truth. More persons had been lost to 
the Roman Catholic Church in this country, two to one, than could be 
counted among its followers. Miss M. T. Elder of New Orleans, niece of 
Archbishop Elder of Cincinnati, had proved that twenty millions had been 
lost to the Church in the United States. This you could not deny. You 
tried to suppress the disagreeable truth, but Rome learned the facts to 
your discredit. 

Your brother Cardinal in England, Dr. Vaughan, has been more honest 
and cutspoken in this matter. He acknowledges that the Church of Rome 
in that country, which has been chiefly recruited from Ireland, has suffer- 
ed great losses. While Miss Elder says the loss in the United States is 
two-thirds, the ‘‘ leakage’’ from the bark of Peter in England, according to 
Vaughan, is three-fourths. ‘‘ Take a broad survey of the situation,’’ he 
says (I quote from a leading article in the New York Catholic News, March 
24, 1900). ‘‘ The flock suffers great losses. We have more than once 
pointed out that the chief period of peril and defection among Catholics is 
between the ages of thirteen and twenty. In this diocese we have some 
35,000 children of school age, and as many more who have left school and 
are under twenty years of age. During the last seven years we have 
called upon the clergy to make an accurate census of the Catholic popula- 
tion of the diocese. The returns have been carefully analyzed and 
tabulated, and are before us. We need not enter into detail. Suffice to 
say that out of 35,000 young people who have left school and ought to be 
regular attendants at mass and their duties it appears that about 27,000 
live in the neglect of religious observances. We say nothing of the dis- 
closure as to the number of nominal Catholics unknown to the priests, 
and of the anxious labor needed to reclaim them.”’ 

This is rather a startling statement of facts, says the Catholic paper. 
But that it is not an exaggeration we are all aware, coming, as it does, from 
so careful a man as Cardinal Vaughan. ‘‘ It is not that the sects get hold 
of our children,’’ he continues, ‘‘ The devil gets hold of them in another 
way, and confronts us with evils that must be courageously attacked and 
overcome. Our losses are to be counted not by the hundred, but by the 
thousand. It is not, we repeat, that our people join the ranks of any other 
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denomination; they drop out of practical Christianity and are carried away 
on the stream of materialism, indifference and vice that surges around 
them.’’ He blames the well-to-do Catholics, and, perhaps unconsciously, 
scores the Protestants who send men and muney to heathen lands and ne- 
glect the heathen at home. ‘‘ The reproach must be addressed to those 
who, looking down on them as coarse and vulgar, let them sink as they 
may under the waters of wickedness—to those who devote to their succor 
no cheering words, no helping hand, but refuse to bestow on such like 
either time, money, instruction or sympathy.’’ 

In summing up Cardinal Vaughan’s tale of woe the Catholic News has 
to acknowledge that the same state of things exists in this country. ‘‘All 
who have studied the question of Catholic leakage in this country must 
agree with Cardinal Vaughan that the Church’s losses from this source are 
not in the hundreds, but in the thousands. ‘This is a matter that should 
not be dismissed with an expression of sorrow for the fact. Something ef- 
fective should be done to stop the leakage.’’ Nothing can be done by the 
Roman Catholic Church to stem the tide that flows into the world of 
enlightenment, progress and liberty at the opening of the twentieth 
century. That Church is built on ignorance and superstition. The 
vicious element in every community belong to it. They are all ‘‘ good 
Catholics’’ so far as obedience to the Pope is concerned. They may be 
criminals, dive-keepers aud panderers to every form of vice, but until they 
are converted to Christ, or as Cardinal Vaughan puts it, until ‘‘the sects 
get hold of them,” they are ‘‘ good Catholics.’’ They are the children of 
Romanism, and they are found in every country where that system has 
kept the people poor and ignorant, and where the priest comes between 
them and the Saviour. 

While there is such a large element of evil in every community for 
which there is no remedy in the machinery of Rome, the menace to society 
will be ever present. There isa remedy in the Gospel, as all who have 
called upon the name of the Lord and now lead godly lives can testify, and 
if it be preached to this submerged and neglected class, it will transform 
them. Christian people should take this to heart. But you, Cardinal, 
and your brother in England, and the Papal agents everywhere will oppose 
any effort to make these neglected ones Christians. 

It is not only the young and the masses of the people that are leaving 
your Church. The most cultured minds and the noblest hearts are turn- 
ing away from it. The whole English speaking world was startled a few 
weeks ago when the distinguished Englishman, Dr. St. George Mivart, 
one of the foremost scientific scholars of the day, and the only man of 

science worthy of the name who called himself a Roman Catholic, declared 
that he could no longer remain silent regarding the dogmatic teaching of 
Rome. He had been a Protestant in his youth, that is, the kind of Pro- 
testant that has no clear, well defined views of divine truth or personal 
religious responsibility. Attracted by the glamour of Newman, Manning 
and a few other men of mark in England, he ‘‘ went over to Rome,’’ and now 
in the full vigor of his intellect, when he has reached the top of the ladder 
of fame in his chosen pursuit of scientific investigation, he declares that his 
spiritual life has been dwarfed by the doctrines and practices of the Roman 
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Catholic Church. He has published much on this subject in the last 
three months, presenting powerful reasons, theological, philosophical and 
scientific, for leaving the Roman Catholic Church. He has denounced 
it in language as scathing and contemptuous, I might even say, as violent 
as Luther, Erasmus, Knox or Chiniquy indulged in when they assailed 
Popery. I can give only extracts from his articles in the Mineleenth Cen- 
tury, Fortnightly Review and other periodicals. He said in a letter to 
Cardinal Vaughan, dated London, January 23, 1900: 

‘* As you well know, I was once an ardent advocate for Catholicism. 
The best years of my life have been spent in its defence, while all I said in 
its favor I most thoroughly meant. Though, like many others who have 
thought much on such subjects, I have occasionally passed through periods 
of doubt, yet I was, on the whole, happy in the position I had taken up. 

‘‘But when I had become fully convinced that orthodox Catholicism 
was untenable I was extremely disinclined to secede. I was most reluctant 
to give pain to many dear Catholic friends, some of whom had been very 
kind tome. My family also was, and is, strongly Catholic, and my seces- 
sion might inflict, not only great pain, but possibly social disadvantage on 
those nearest and dearest to me. : 

‘* Now, however, it is evident that a vast and impassable abyss yawas be- 
tween Catholic dogma and science, and no man with ordinary knowledge 
can henceforth join the communion of the Roman Catholic Church if he 
correctly understands what its principles and its teaching really are. . 

‘“ There have long been, as everybody is aware, two sections of the 
Catholic Church: one commonly known as ultramontane, the other fre- 
quently distinguished as liberal, though I have objected to the latter 
designation, saying that its members should simply claim to be 
* Catholics.’ 

‘“Tt is to the second section I have ever belonged since I became a 
Catholic, and it is that section I have always sought to serve. When I 
wrote my articles I had still some faint hope that the liberal section might 
not only maintain itself but multiply and one day become dominant. My 
first object, then, was to strengthen what I-regarded as the real, the only 
possible, Catholicity for the future, and my second purpose to promote 
this process by endeavoring still to retain within the fold all Catholics of 
liberal views, and especially those whose liberalism was the most vigorous 
and developed. But I had grave doubts, and have had ever since 1893, 
whether such Catholicity could maintain itself and gain power within the 
Roman communion. My third purpose was to test this question decisive- 
ly, should it be possible for ine so todo. I therefore wrote in such a way 
as, should I escape condemnation, might afford some really good ground 
for the hope that a progressive, as distinguished from a petrified, Catholic- 
ism might be able to live and flourish.’’ 

Dr. Mivart claims that there are many other doubters in the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. He says on this point: 

‘‘There are not a few earnest Catholic men and women who have 
been and are disquieted by the divergence between science and religion, 
and who are crying out piteously to their ecclesiastical mother to be fed 
with the bread of wholesome doctrine as to Scriptural truth. They might 
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obtain. Persons are generally under the impression that the authorities 
of the Roman Catholic communion preeminently love what is clear and 
definite, and like to have issues well defined. That Church is supposed to 
thoroughly know her own mind, to say what she means and mean what 
she says, and to have the courage of her opinions. But the facts are not 
so. The Church will not, because she cannot, give a plain answer toa 
plain question of that kind. 

‘If only Roman Catholic authorities could plainly and honestly declare 
that some of the dogmatic decrees of Florence, of Trent and of the Vatican, 
though confirmed by the Popes, were entirely mistaken decrees, and need 
not be obeyed, the existing terrible state of tension would be relieved. 
This seems improbable, however, on account of the fatal character of infal- 
libility which the Roman Catholic Church claims, but which (most for- 
tunately for herself) the Anglican Church does not. That character of 
infallibility is, as I have elsewhere said, like the fatal garment of Nessus 
which, till Rome manages to shake it off, will cling to her and eat away 
her substance till she is reduced to a mouldering and repulsive skeleton. 
And vet that terrible claim, maintained for so many centuries, could hard- 
ly now be got rid of without causing otherwise fatal results. It is this pre- 
tension of infallibility which carries with it the need of also pretending 
that church dogma never has changed and never can change.’’ 

When he laid his doukts before Cardinal Vaughan, the latter sent him 
to a Jesuit, who brusquely told him he must believe what the Church 
teaches, what the Pope teaches in all matters of faith. To this Dr. 
Mivart forcibly replies in his letter to the Cardinal : 

‘*T am not altogether surprised that your Eminence has shirked reply- 
ing to my question, and referred me to Father Clarke [the English Jes- 
uit], whose dishonesty and shuffling about Scripture so profoundly disgusted 
me. It isto me truly shocking that religious teachers, cardinals and 
priests, profess to think certain beliefs to be necessary, and yet will not say 
what they truly are. They resemble quack doctors, who play their long 
- familiar tricks upon the vulgar, but act otherwise to those they cannot 
trifle with. It has has long been painful to me to think of the teaching 
given in Catholic schools and often proclaimed from the pulpit. There 
need be small surprise at the opposition existing in France to the author- 
itative teaching of fables, fairy tales, and puerile and pestilent supersti- 
tions. Happily I can now speak with frankness as to my convictions. 
Liberavi animam meam—my soul is free, aud I calmly await the future.’’ 

It is many years, Cardinal, since the Lord led me out of your Church and 
graciously showed me the way of salvation through Christ alone. I have 
seen many other priests divinely guided in the same way, and have been 
helpful to some and to hundreds of the laity in such crises in their lives; and 
I have cause for thankfulness to Almighty God. But the emancipation of 
a mind like Dr. Mivart’s is an event that makes me, in common with all 
Christians in England and America, rejoice with exceeding joy. 

Yours truly, JAMES A. O’CONNOR. 

P. S.—As this magazine goes to press a cable dispatch from London, 
dated April 2, announced that Dr. Mivart died a Protestant on that day. 
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LIFE IN ROMAN ‘CATHOLIC MONASTERIES. 








BY AUGUSTINE BAUMANN, FORMERLY ‘‘ FATHER AUGUSTINE,’’ OF THE 
PASSIONIST MONASTERY, HOBOKEN, N. J. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


Roman Catholic monks do not like to be told that they have a close re- 
semblance to the Buddhist brethren. In fact any insinuation of the kind 
is looked upon by them as a mortal insult. They want to monopolize all 
the glory of being monks, and in their desire to do so they completely 
ignore the fact that Brahmins and Buddhists have been many centuries 
before them. A thousand years before the first cenobite went to the desert 
in the West monasteries had been built and were in a flourishing condi- 
tion in ths East. 

The similarity between the two institutions is very striking. Buddha, 
the founder of the Buddhist monks, bears a close resemblance to St. 
Anthony, the founder of monasticism in Egypt. We read that when 
Buddha tore himself away from his family, relations and friends and un- 
dertook to lead an austere life of solitude and meditation he had to struggle 
for years against A/ara, or the Evil One. At last this persecution became 
so terrible that he was on the point of being conquered. A Buddhist 
account says: ‘‘ Fiends and demons swarmed about him; they appeared 
in the form of fearful monsters, furies, vampires, and hobgoblins armed 
to the teeth with every implement of destruction. Their million faces 
were frigitful to behold, their limbs were encircled by myriads of serpents, 
and their heads were enveloped in a blaze of fire; they surrounded Buddha 
and assaulted him in a thousand different ways, missiles of all kinds were 
hurled at him, and poison showered upon him; but hisconstancy changed 
them into flowers, and the fire became his halo.’’ 

This account is paralleled by a similar one recorded fin the life of St. 
Anthony of Exypt. He also left family, relatives ‘and friends, and shut 
himself up for years in a lonely cell in the desert. There as he prayed 
the Evil One approached also to tempt him, but being unable to succeed 
he thought to frighten St. Anthony by assuming a hundred ‘different 
and hideous forms, and by bringing other devils with him. They appeared 
to the saint in the shape of wolves, hogs, monkeys, serpents, lions and 
tigers. They roared and howled around him whilst he was praying and 
meditating, and St. Anthony paid no attention to them. TheJresult in 
both cases was the same; Buddha and Anthony became only more con- 
firm2d in their respective practices, and felt that a divinity had called them 
toit. Buddha declared that marriage was bad; love, pleasure and every- 
thing in life were bad. St. Anthony preached similar doctrines. To 
him life was a mortal enemy; it?was to be mortified and punished by fasts 
and prayers, and all the pleasures of this life were to be renounced. 

In the middle ages and in modern times monasticism developed with re- 
markable rapidity in the West under a Christian disguise. But at the bot- 
tom it was still the same as the monasticism of the Buddhists. Both have 
their novitiates. The Buddhists, for instance, require young men to be 




















THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 125 





fifteen years of age before they are admitted to the noviceship; a similar 
rule is laid down by most Roman Catholic orders. The order of Passion- 
ists, to which I belonged, lays it down as an invariable practice that only 
young men, and such as have attained the age of fifteen years, should be 
ordinarily admitted. 

Again, the novitiate continues for a certain length of time. Among the 
Buddhists it commonly lasts five years; in Roman Catholic orders some 
require two and three years, but others only one. The Passionists require 
only one year. But after that, though the novice becomes professed and 
a member of the order, he is still kept under a pupilage for five or ten 
years, just as the Buddhist monk is required to subject himself to a teacher 
fur five years after his solemn admission. 

Again, Buddhists monks lay great stress on contemplation. Roman 
Catholic monks do the same; in fact, there are some Orders in the Roman 
Church which are called ‘‘ contemplative orders.’’ Buddhists monks will 
make a vow not to speak for a number of years, and Roman Catholic 
monks have taken similar vows. The Trappists, for instance, bind 
themselves to silence for life, and if all do not observe the rule it is 
merely because they are not as bad as their absurd system would make 
them. Suddha prescribed certain positions of the body, rest and quiet 
as conducive to contemplation. We read, for instance, in a Buddhist work, 
that: ‘‘ Holding his body, head and neck quite immovable, seated on a 
pure spot, with Awsa grass around him, the devotee should look only at 
the tip of his nose to meditate on the Supreme Being.’’ I remember as a 
Passionist that rules were laid down almost as absurd. We were called 
to choir by the ringing of a bell; once assembled there a member would 
read a few words from some pious book ; then we were to compose our- 
selves for meditation ; partly seated and partly kreeling, with our knees 
barely touching the little knee bench before us, we were to hold our 
heads a little inclined, our eyes half shut, or altogether closed, and 
our arms conveniently folded over our breasts. ‘Thus we were to spend 
an entire hour without speaking or moving,except in case of great necess- 
ity, and in this wearisome posture we were to meditate on the divine per- 
fections or on the glories of the Virgin Mary. 

I read in some Buddhist books that few monks observe all these rules 
to the letter; that many scandalously break them, or go through them in 
a perfunctory manner. This accords exactly with my own experience. 
I knew of monks who were only too glad to escape from the tormentiug 
hour of prayer, morning and evening, and even if they did stay in choir 
their meditations would be on anything but divine things. Many would 
either fall asleep or count the tickings of the clock; others would be 
watching the flies or mosquitoes as they whizzed through the air, and 
yawn at intervals. If you made an effort now and then to think of the 
subject of meditation you were supposed to have escaped sin and blame, 
because human nature is weak. 

The height of Buddhist contemplation is to get into such a state of pro- 
found absorption in the Supreme Being that the mind no longer thinks of 
anything. The same ideal is proposed to Roman Catholic monks. The 
souls who arrive at that stage (I never met any) are said to have received: 
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the gift of contemplation. They become so absorbed in God that their 
minds no longer have any thoughts ; the heart alone speaks. How this- 
is brought about, except in the case of lunacy, I never was able to under- 
stand even while I wasa monk. I can remotely imagine what sort of » 
vacancy must be in that mind which is profoundly absorbed in meditation 
and thinks of nothing. Philosophers say that this is an impossibility, but 
Buddhist and Roman Catholic monks set all philosophy aside. 

The ‘‘Holy Rules and Regulations’’ of the Passionists, which are like 
those of other Roman Catholic orders, are minute in prescribing every 
word and act of the monks. Hours are set down for praying, for medita- 
tion, for study, for eating, drinking, walking and sleeping. The same 
thing is done by the Buddhists, whose books say: ‘‘ Let the monk be 
directed by his rules ia every movement and action, waking or sleeping, 
dressing or undressing, sitting or standing, going out or coming in, fast- 
ing or eating, in speaking or not speaking.”’ 

Originally, it is said, Buddha did not intend that there should be any 
superiors in the monasteries; they were to be strictly democratic, and each 
monk was to follow only his own spirit of piety. But gradually it was 
found necessary for the elders and the more intelligent to assume a certain 
control for the peace and quiet of a community; later on these elders were 
formally elected, and abbots were the result. Thus also Roman Catholic 
monks acknowledge that the early cenobites of Egypt had no general 
superior; they merely professed obedience to their individual teachers; but 
in time, as monasteries were built and the brethren lived in community, 
superiors had to be chosen, and they were called abbots. In modern times 
this system has been carried still further, and we not only have abbots, 
but general and provincial superiors, priors, guardians and rectors. 

In the details of the daily observance of the rules we meet with a similar 
uniformity. The Passionist monks, for instance, are aroused at one 
o'clock at night by a rattle which a brother shakes as he walks through 
the corridors. They rise, go to the choir, where they make an obeisance 
to the statue of Christ, of the Virgin Mary or of some other Saint. They 
then chant a certain formulary of psalms, hymns, responses and anthems. 
When this is done they again salute the statue and return to their cells. 
At six o’clock they repeat a like ceremony, spend an hour and a half in 
the choir and then go to their other duties. The Buddhist monks have 
similar practices. They rise very early, go to the temple and bow three 
times to Buddha and to the abbot; after this they recite portions of Budd- 
ha’s law, spend some time in contemplation and then go to their daily 
duties of teaching or begging, as the case may require. 

Even in regard to the vows a similarity of practice may be observed. 
Roman Catholic monks, as a rule, make three vows, namely: a vow of 
obedience, a vow of poverty and a vow of chastity, or celibacy. The 
Buddhist monks are not behind them. When a Buddhist novice is about 
to be admitted he is required to repeat the following sacred formula, 
equivalent to vows: ‘‘I go for refuge to Buddha ; I go for refuge to the 
Law; and I go for refuge to the Order.’’ These are supposed to signify 
three sacred promises, and to make a Buddhist monk, just as the vows 
make the Roman Catholic monk. But even in particular vows they are 
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alike. It is a common thing for Roman Catholic monks to make a vow to 
fast for a vear, or several years, to eat no fruit on certain days, in honor 
of the Virgin Mary. Monks have been known to make vows never to 
speak during their lives, vows to pray so many rosaries every day, vows 
never to look at a woman, vows to sleep only a certain number of hours 
and vows to go on certain missions. Buddhist monks are not behind 
them ; they have made vows to fast seven years, vows to abandon caste, 
vows of various kinds of self-torture, and vows never to sit down. I 
heard of a Passionist monk who had made a vow never to keep his cap on 
in the presence ofa priest, and Buddhist monks have made vows never to 
look upon the face of their abbots. 

As regards the number of classes of monks, we also find a great similar- 
ity. We are all aware of the great variety of monastic orders in the 
Roman Catholic Church. We have the Dominicans, the Franciscans, the 
Carmelites, the Trappists, the Capuchins, the Jesuits, the Bendictines, the 
Barnabites, the Redemptorists, Lazarists and Passionists. "The Buddhists 
are fully abreast of them. There are the Sannyasi, ‘‘ those who give up 
the world;’’ the Variagz, ‘‘ those who are free from affections;’’ the Yog?, 
‘* seeking mysterious union with God;’’ the naked monks, who call them- 
selves Dig ambara, or ‘‘ sky-clothed ;’’ the 7afasvi, or ‘* practising aus- 
terities ;’’ and the Yaéz, or ‘‘ restrainers of desires.’’ 

In that quaint little book, called the Flowers of Saint Francis, we read 
that the saint used to go through Assisi in company with another brother 
to preach to the inhabitants by their example. ‘‘ Brother Leo,’’ he would 
say, ‘‘let us go and preach;’’ and the saint would start out with his arms 
devoutly folded, walking up and down the principal streets of the town, 
without once raising his eyes from the ground. I remember, in the Pas- 
sionist rules, that a similar mortification of the eyes was prescribed to the 
novices and younger members. It was one of the things that always seemed 
to me essentially absurd, yet we had to practice it rigorously. To see the 
face of any one was a grave fault, and every evening we had to report to 
the master of novices how many faces we had seen even inadvertently, 
Buddhist monks have to go through the same mortification of the eyes- 

These few points of comparison suffice to show the similarities of tbe two 
systems. All Roman Catholic monks profess allegiance to the Pope; even 
in this the Buddhists are their equals. In Thibet there is a grand Lama 
who resides at Llassa, and whose sway is in every respect as supreme as 
that of the Pope of Rome. He has his cardinals, abbots, monks, novices, 
crosiers, mitres, sacred vestments, relics, shrines, not even excepting 
rosaries. The Lama holds grand canonization services, exposes relics to 
veneration and blesses holy water. It is evident therefore that Roman | 
Catholic monks enjoy no monopoly of the system. An attempt has been 
made to prove that the Buddhists copied from the Roman Catholic monks 
in the twelfth century; but the proof falls to the ground at once when we 
call to mind the fact that authentic records exist of Buddhist monks a 
thousand years before the Christian era. It is immaterial whether one 
system copied from the other; both are miserable deceptions, the product 
of superstition and ignorance, and the greatest foes to enlightenment, pro- 
gress and reasonable religion. THE END. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION DEBT 
ONLY $2,000. 


So many friends have expressed 
pleasure at the reduction of the debt on 
Christ’s Mission to $2,000 that it was 
thought the amount needed to pay this 
would be speedily forthcoming. But 
so far only $200 are in sight—one hun- 
dred dollars in money and a promise of 
the last one hundred dollars of the 
amount required. The good friends 
who are now helping to pay the debt 
have generously contributed previously 
both to the reduction of the debt and 
the expenses of the Mission. New 
friends are not found every day, and 
the efforts of the beloved brethren 
in the ministry, Drs. King and Sander- 
son, to interest the wealthy churches 
in the work have not been success- 
ful. Nothing has come from that 
source. It is only those who sympath- 
ize with the work of the Mission who 
can berelied upon to pay this debt. 

It would be a cheering prospect for 
the future if the debt could be paid this 
month. An object lesson would be 
presented to the delegates to the Ecu- 
menical Conference on Foreign Missions 
that will meet in this City from April 
21 to May 1. They would see that 
American Christians are not indifferent 
to the conversion of the Roman Cath- 
olics in our country whom they seek 
to reach in Papal lands. Many of them 
are acquainted with the work of Christ’s 
Mission, and as Dr. Drees said, ‘‘ it 
would be a blessing if there were such 
an institution in every Roman Catholic 
country.’’ It would be most encourag- 
ing to them and to all who know what 
Romanism is, if there could be a cele- 
bration of the happy event of the 
extinction of the debt during the meet- 
ing of the Conference. It is within the 
power of the friends of Christ’s Mission 
to accomplish this. Many suggestions 
have been made, but the only satisfac- 


tory way of paying the debt or main- 
taining the work is that which was at 
the beginning, is now, and it is hoped 
ever shall be—voluntary contributions. 
As the Lord has prospered those who 
are interested in the work and have 
helped it before, so let them make an 
effort to pay off this $2,000 this month. 





A Word for Christ’s [lission. 
BY A CONVERTED PRIEST. 


Reason can lead men to the highest 
conceptions of God, if it admits the 
light of faith. But like Lucifer the 
proud, it will descend to abominations 
whenever it substitutes its own dictates 
for the plain teaching of God’s word. 
Human accretions to Bibical truths are 
the curse of Romanism. 

To abandon faith in Christ entails 
speedy retribution. The abuse or neg- 
lect of any divine gift or teaching is 
followed by the greatest misery known 
to mankind. The rejected divine truth 
is a rejected blessing, and the substitute 
invented by man and often exploited 
for financial gain by unscrupulous 
priests, is a curse worse than the bodily 
afflictions dealt out to the Egyptians of 
old, for it affects the body and soul. 

It is a noble work, therefore, that 
Christ’s Mission is doing, for it is noth- 
ing less than an invitation to évery 
human being to cast aside the religious 
inventions of man, to throw away every 
superstitious practice, and to learn with 
an humble spirit and a sincere heart the 
truth as Jesus preached it. God speed 
the noble work ! May His blessing be 
with it more and more, and may its in- 
fluence extend further and further. 

Te Bs Bs 

{The writer of the above was ordained! 
a priest eight years ago by Abp. Corri- 
gan, and is a graduate of the Catholic 
University at Washington. He is one 
of the best men that have come to 
Christ’s Mission from the priesthood of 
Rome. It is a joy to be of service 


to such men in the name of Christ. } 








